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Playa Blanca and Playa de Papagayo
Distance - 9.5 km (7 miles)
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Ascent: 100m (328ft)
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Disclaimer: This route was correct at time
of writing. However, alterations can happen
if development or boundary changes occur,
and there is no guarantee of permanent
access. These walks have been published
for use by site visitors on the understanding
that neither HPB Management Limited
nor any other person connected with
Holiday Property Bond is responsible for
the safety or wellbeing of those following
the routes as described. It is walkers’ own
responsibility to be adequately prepared
and equipped for the level of walk and the
weather conditions and to assess the safety
and accessibility of the walk.

Playa de
Papagayo

Playa Blanca and Playa de Papagayo
Distance - 9.5 km (7 miles)

Ascent: 100m (328ft)

A lovely out and back walk along what can be
claimed to be Lanzarote’s finest accessible coastline,
with cliffs, bays and delectable sandy beaches.
The destination of the walk, Playa de Papagayo, a
perfectly proportioned cove, is regarded as the finest
beach of all. The walk falls into two distinct parts,
initially along a fine promenade, passing the fringe
development of Playa Blancoa. After leaving the builtup area, there are good tracks across the coastal end
of the arid Rubicon Plain and sections on sand across
two beaches. Inevitably, there are ups and downs to
and from the beaches and across dry gullies, but no
real difficulty. Across each headland there is a choice
of tracks; most lead to the same objective.
Papagayo is a former hamlet, with a few ruined stone
structures and the unlovely jumble of present day
refreshment buildings.
Start/car parking:
At the Rubicon Marina, a little more than one mile
to the east of the centre of Playa Blanca. Head east
from the town centre mini-roundabout and turn
right at any sign for the marina. There is adequate
parking space inland of the marina-side roadway.
There is a bus service from Arrecife to Playa Blanca.
Refreshments:
Restaurant/bars behind playa de Papagayo.
Restaurant/bar at the marina.
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To the east of the marina is a wide paved promenade.
To access this promenade from the parking area, goto
east of the marina where the steps lead you to the
promenade. Continue up more steps to the promenade.
Just beyond the steps, bear left to head east. The little
tower of Castillo Colorades is to the right, ahead; there
are good views back, over Playa Blanca. The promenade
ends at a not particularly attractive beach; at a junction
at the near end, bear left then right.
1. A sign ‘Playa Papagayo’ directs walkers to the
road around the back of a large hotel/commercial
development. From this for a short distance then take a
walkway, with another ‘Playa Papagayo’ sign, as close
as possible to the back of the buildings, with a children’s
play area to the left and a shopping centre to the right.
Reach a road, with another sign and keep right at a
signposted junction.
2. Leave the built-up area close to the Hotel Papagayo
Arena, along a well-used dirt track across an arid area,
rising towards the sea, with boulders blocking vehicular
access; there are views to Fuertaventura.
3. Two hundred metres before reaching a visible trig
point, fork right to make a gentle descent to the near
end of the splendidly wide sandy beach, Playa Mujeres,
which has two car parks adjacent. The beach is popular
with those who prefer not to wear bathing attire!

Cross the back of the beach and rise along one of the
sandy tracks at the far end. Go over the headland,
bearing right towards the sea, with the buildings and
the car park at Playa Papagayo now in view; there is
a cairn at the highest point of the headland. Descend
towards the next beach, Playa Pozo, passing a cross up
to the left and a concrete tank. Cross the beach before
rising over the next headland. Go down and up to
cross a gully with a cove-like beach below to reach the
former hamlet of Papagayo, now dominated by various
refreshment structures.
4. On the far side of the restaurant there is a steep but
safe track down to the delectable little beach.
Return by the same route, some obvious variations of
track are available, if desired.
Note: It would be a great help to future walkers if
you could record any inaccuracies you come across
during this walk and report them to reception so that
appropriate amendments can be made. Thank you for
your help. Happy walking.

