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Disclaimer: This route was correct at time of writing. However, alterations can happen if development or boundary changes occur, and there is no guarantee of permanent access. These walks have been published for use by site visitors on the understanding that 
neither HPB Management Limited nor any other person connected with Holiday Property Bond is responsible for the safety or wellbeing of those following the routes as described. It is walkers’ own responsibility to be adequately prepared and equipped for the level 
of walk and the weather conditions and to assess the safety and accessibility of the walk.
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An out and back walk along the Levada dos 
Piornais, which has carried water for irrigation  
and water power to Funchal for 400 years, 
weaving its way among the capital’s ever 
expanding residential areas, but still serving 
numerous little plots of land, an intriguing 
mixture which adds interest to so much  
levada walking. 
To the north of our start point the levada 
runs down the side of the mighty Socorridos 
valley, blighted by cement works. That part 
of the waterway has vertiginous sections and 
is not recommended. The present route has 
no significant difficulty, the ability to walk 
consistently in a straight line is all that  
is required.

Start/finish:
Getting there by car/taxi: From HPB join the motorway, 
heading east towards the airport. Exit at at Areeiro,  
junction 7. Turn left at the end of the slip road and then  
first right. Continue around the corner past the pumping 
station. Turn right again and there is a small parking 
area opposite the bus station. Alternatively, park on the 
roadside further down the hill.

Refreshments: 
Bar at Amparo. Some 50 yards past the stadium is  
a small bar full of locals. It serves excellent food 
including ‘take away’.
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Start. The Levada walk begins between two concrete 
walls opposite large green gates. The Levada is paved 
over for about 150 yards. When the Levada opens out  
be aware that you have to walk on a concrete path  
about 15 inches wide for a considerable length of the 
Levada. Cross a concrete access roadway, then follow 
a covered section of the Levada, passing through 
a residential area, followed by banana plantations, 
vines and ‘birds of paradise’ flowers can also be seen 
and there are now good views out to sea. Go under 
an attractive little stone bridge before passing closely 
behind large apartment blocks.

Map Point 1. Rise to join a busy road. Cross over to 
follow a tarmac roadway. Pass a bar and go left to rejoin 
the (covered over) Levada. Cross over a minor road and 
continue, now around the base of the hill, Pico da Cruz 
(1093ft). The sea views include a prominent isolated 
rock. Pass behind houses with colourful terraced gardens 
before crossing another access roadway, going down a 
few steps to continue. Round a left hand bend, Funchal 
is suddenly spread out in front. After a covered section, 
cross a minor road and go down a few steps between 
walls, the Levada continues by the side of the road 
before disappearing below the forecourt of a building. 
This is the end of the walk. There is a small parking area 
and the boundary wall of the Barreiros stadium. To the 
right is the road ‘Ladeira da Casa Branca’.

Map Point 2. Return by the same route or walk down 
‘Ladeira da Casa Branca’. Turn left at the bottom and 
on into Funchal. The no 24 bus has stops along the sea 
front and will return you to the start of the walk.

Note: It would be a great help to future walkers if 
you could record any inaccuracies you come across 
during this walk and report them to reception so that 
appropriate amendments can be made. Thank you for 
your help. Happy walking.
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