
Several of the walks in this set accompany the coastline along the cliff top footpaths 
that comprise the South West Coast Path. This outing permits access along the waters 
edge and the temptation to remove ones boots shouldn’t be resisted. Shell collectors 
take a plastic bag!

There are three things to mention:

• Dogs are not allowed on sections of the beach between last Saturday in June and first 
Sunday in September

• There’s a naturist area!
• A fenced-off area designated to allow migrating birds - to rest!

There are several options for the return leg of the walk having reached the Shell Bay 
information centre (and nearby fish restaurant).

• Retrace the coastal route
• Catch the service bus (50) which stops 1/3 mile along the road
• Walk along the road*

*The latter isn’t recommended in the high season when traffic will undoubtedly  
be heavy

Start/car parking - Knoll Car Park, Studland

Distance - 5½ miles (approx)

Studland Bay and Shell Bay

WALK

According to O.S. maps there are rights of way, first on the right side of 
the road, then later on the left side. I failed to locate either of these and 
walked along an almost deserted road it being December.

The attendant National Nature Reserve contains all six British reptiles. 
The rare Dartford Warbler (pictured) and Hobby too can be seen if 
you’re lucky. The shoreline also has numerous wading birds.

To locate the Knoll car-park follow the B3351 road a short distance 
beyond the hamlet of Studland. The car-park (£4) is well signposted 
and contains a N.T. Shop and café. Public toilets too.

Views across the bay include Old Harry rocks, Isle of Wight and the 
skyscraper buildings of Bournemouth. Subject to conditions of course.

The actual walk needs no description - simply walk to the shoreline and 
turn left.

*The ferry across Poole harbour is propelled by chains. The nearby road 
is lined with replacement setts.

Walk 9

Note: It would be a great help to future walkers if you could record any inaccuracies you come 
across during this walk and report them to reception so that appropriate amendments can be 
made. Thank you for your help. Happy walking!



Walk 9
Distance - 5½ miles (approx)

Studland Bay and Shell Bay

Disclaimer:
This route was correct at time of writing. However, alterations can happen if development or boundary 
changes occur, and there is no guarantee of permanent access. These walks have been published for 
use by site visitors on the understanding that neither HPB Management Limited nor any other person 
connected with Holiday Property Bond is responsible for the safety or wellbeing of those following the 
routes as described. It is walkers’ own responsibility to be adequately prepared and equipped for the 
level of walk and the weather conditions and to assess the safety and accessibility of the walk.

- Walk

- B3351 (Ferry Road)

- Alternative route (not recommended in season)

- Ferry crossing


