
 

W
alk 2

Distance -  5¾km (3½ miles)    Map: Ordnance Survey Explorer OL7, St. Austell and Liskeard, 1:25,000     Ascent 142m (466ft)

West Looe Valley
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Disclaimer:
This route was correct at time 
of writing. However, alterations 
can happen if development or 
boundary changes occur, and there 
is no guarantee of permanent 
access. These walks have been 
published for use by site visitors on 
the understanding that neither HPB 
Management Limited nor any other 
person connected with Holiday 
Property Bond is responsible for 
the safety or wellbeing of those 
following the routes as described. 
It is walkers’ own responsibility 
to be adequately prepared and 
equipped for the level of walk and 
the weather conditions and to 
assess the safety and accessibility 
of the walk.

- See attached 
instructions for 
details of points
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-  Shorter 
walk
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West Looe Valley

HPB Duloe Manor

Without the railway, the former canal and 
comparatively busy road of its East Looe neighbour, the 
West Looe Valley has an endearingly quiet rural charm, 
its diminutive river gurgling along happily between 
steep forested sides, with the occasional bridge adding 
interest. 

Coldrinnick Bridge is particularly attractive, its ancient 
structure enhanced by its sylvan setting.  

A visit to the celebrated little stone circle at Duloe village 
makes a short addition to this walk. 

This circuit starts and finishes on the high ground of 
the broad ridge on which Duloe stands. Inevitably 

there is a considerable descent into the valley, with a 
compensating ascent required to return to Duloe.  Apart 
from some rough surface on the descent, all tracks and 
roads are excellent. 

A shorter version of the walk, almost level but including 
both bridges and a delightful length of the West Looe 
Valley, is suggested at the end of the main text.

Start/car parking - HPB Duloe Manor
Refreshments - Plough Inn, Duloe.

WALK

Leave the Manor by the entrance drive. Turn left to 
walk along the roadside footpath. Cross the minor road 
leading to Tredinnick and continue to the war memorial.

1  Turn left; Duloe Church is to the right, followed by 
the village school. The minor lane makes a good route 
for walkers; motor traffic is permitted only for access 
(sign) and there is some grass along the middle of the 
road.  After almost three quarters of a mile more or 
less on the level, the road begins the plunge down the 
side of the West Looe Valley and the surface becomes 
quite rough. There are longer views across the valley. 
Ignore an apparent track to the right on the way down  
through woodland.

2  At the bottom join another, similar, track.  Turn 
right, initially rising a little, along the bottom edge of 
woodland, parallel with the West Looe River, separated 
by narrow water meadows.

3  Reach Coldrinnick Bridge, a splendid two-arched 
structure of obvious antiquity, which appears to have 
lost any previous importance as a crossing of the West 
Looe River.  Cross the bridge to a forestry cleared area.  
Turn right to follow a forest roadway for almost a mile 
to Church Bridge, ignoring a left fork.  Apart from mud 
this is a good, easy walking track, never far from the 
river.  (If the mud close to Coldrinnick Bridge appears 
to be excessive, there is a simple alternative - turn right 

before the bridge at a ‘public bridleway’ sign.  Cross 
a little stream and rise sharply to a cleared area.  Go 
straight ahead through the area, ignoring a fork to the 
right, to follow a forestry roadway, said to be on the line 
of an old pack horse trail. In approximately half a mile 
the bridleway dips to the left to cross the river at a ford.  
Do not be tempted!  Continue along the roadway 
(yellow waymark) to join a public road less than 200m 
above Church Bridge hamlet and the bridge. Turn left to 
visit hamlet and bridge; turn right to continue the circuit 
towards Duloe).  

4  Cross Church Bridge to commence the long ascent 
of the valley side. Go straight ahead at a junction in 



Looe, Cornwall

a short distance. The road is quite narrow between 
Cornish hedges, rich in plant life in spring and summer; 
fortunately there is very little traffic.  As the road levels, 
part of Duloe village is visible through a farm gate. Pass 
Tremadart Farm, for centuries a house and estate of 
some importance, then modern housing, before joining 
the main village road.

5 Turn right to walk along the roadside pavement, 
passing the Plough Inn and the short, signposted, 
diversion to the stone circle.  Rejoin the outward route  
at point 1 to return to the Manor.   

Drive towards Church Bridge by Tremadart Lane, a left 
turn just before the Duloe Post Office/stores.  The best 
car parking place is at a widened forest access area on 
the left less than 200m. before reaching the hamlet and 
bridge.  Alternatively there is space for two cars on the 
far west side of the bridge.

Walk down the road to the bridge; cross and turn left to 
pass a barrier and follow a broad forest roadway for 
almost a mile, passing but not crossing the difficult 
bridleway ford on the way. 

Turn left to cross Coldrinnick Bridge; turn left again in 
20m. to cross a little stream and rise to a cleared area.  
Go straight ahead, ignoring a fork to the right. Stay with 
the forest roadway, almost level and said to be on the 
line of a former pack horse trail, back to the parking 
area where the roadway joins the public road.  If parked 
at Church Bridge, turn left to walk down the road.

Short Walk (two miles approximately, with negligible ascent)


