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Distance - About 8 km (5 miles) 2½ hours Map: Institut Géographique National, Serie Bleue 1936 ET, Les Eyzies, 1:25,000.
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Disclaimer: This route was correct at time of writing.
However, alterations can happen if development
or boundary changes occur, and there is no
guarantee of permanent access. These walks have
been published for use by site visitors on the
understanding that neither HPB Management
Limited nor any other person connected with
Holiday Property Bond is responsible for the safety or
wellbeing of those following the routes as described.
It is walkers’ own responsibility to be adequately
prepared and equipped for the level of walk and the
weather conditions and to assess the safety and
accessibility of the walk.
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A circuit which is started by walking up through the
marvellous village of Limeuil, then continuing along
the top of a broad ridge before descending towards
the River Vézère, returning to Limeuil by the side of
the river. Good tracks, paths, and minor roads. Limeuil
is an attractive village, golden buildings climbing one
above the other on the end of a riverside bluff. Part
way up are the ‘Jardins panoramiques’, a garden
open to the public in high season (fee). Close by is
Château de la Vitrolle with its vineyards and orchards,
and the chapel of St. Martin of 1194, claimed to
be part financed by the English King Richard I in
expiation for his father’s murder of Thomas à Becket.
Start/car parking - Parking areas on both sides of
the village of Limeuil. Walk from the carpark of your
choice to the landscaped area between the lower
village and river.
Refreshments - Restaurants and bar/café in the
village and facing the river.
Note: It would be a great help to future walkers if
you could record any inaccuracies you come across
during this walk and report them to reception so that
appropriate amendments can be made. Thank you for
your help. Happy walking.

k1

3

WALK
With your back to the river you’ll notice an old stone
arch near a high stone wall. Cross the road and pass
under it to commence the ascent through Limeuil
following the main street, a walk not to be hurried. You
can’t really go wrong; if in doubt, go uphill. Near the
start, to the left, are the Mairie and the tourist office,
all facing the river across gardens. Higher up is a small
square, here you turn left towards another square, and
then towards the church, just before it you turn right.
You reach an arch at the highest point of the village.
1. Leave Limeuil under this arch to follow a minor
road, now rising only gently, with views to the left and,
occasionally, even better views over the valley of the
Vézère to the right.
2. Approximately 1½ km (1 mile) from leaving Limeuil,
about 150 m past the highest point of the road, turn
right opposite a house, ‘Chante Alouette’. This path,
just after a meadow at the edge of woodland is soon
descending quite steeply and possibly churned by
horses. At a junction turn right along following the
fence around a house. The path is narrow, soon joining
a wider track to continue the descent. Bend sharply to
the left to stay with the stony track down to arable fields
where the valley bottom begins to flattens out. Turn left
and then right to join the D31 road.

3. Cross it and go straight into a very minor road
signposted to, inter alia, la Reynie, soon passing a large
restored farmhouse. After it, turn right and then after 50
m to the left to reach la Reynie. Carry on through poplar
plantations to head for the river.
4. Turn right at a ‘T’ junction, signposted ‘Perdigat’. The
river is now close on the left. As the
surfaced road turns right, continue along the riverside
cart track, soon bearing away from the river to cross
a tiny stream on a bridge. The higher part of Limeuil
comes into view, then the magnificent château of la
Vitrolle. Bend right, to pass to the right of the chateau
buildings, then go left around the back and left again at
the far end of the buildings for 20 metres.
5. Turn right along a broad track between orchards and
fields, parallel to but away from the river. Be careful
here; the correct track has a part stony surface and a
small agricultural building is visible in the distance. Head
for that building; along the way is a good view of St.
Martin’s Chapel. The excellent track now stays fairly
close to the river, back to Limeuil. Go under the bridge to
reach the area between the river and the village.
Norman & June Buckley

