
Distance - 6.5 miles  Rise 1,207ft and fall 1201ft

Catbells from Braithwaite

One of the most popular peaks in the Lake  
District and a fantastic introductory mountain.  
This walk contains low level ambling, some sections 
of road walking, steeper mountain trails and some  
easy scrambling. The views from the top are 
exceptional for this mid-level peak so the walk  
is well worth the effort.

WALK INSTRUCTIONS

1   From HPB Braithwaite Court, head rightwards along the 
road to the first junction. At the junction head across 
the road and across the front of the pub car park. There 
is a little lane that heads through the houses and meets 
another road. Immediately across the road there is a 
public footpath which next to a driveway. 

2   Follow the footpath along the river to the footbridge, 
cross the bridge and continue to follow it to the road  
at ‘Little Braithwaite’.

3   Turn left when you’re on the road continue across the 
bridge over the river. Once over the bridge take the 
public footpath on your right and follow the river once 
more. Follow the river all the way along the river until  
it hits another road. 

4   Care is now needed for the next element as it is a 
section of road walking. Turn left and head uphill.  
You will pass the Swinside Inn and continue in the  
same direction. After a short distance there is a fork  
in the road, take the right option. Follow this road,  
the mountain directly ahead is Catbells. 

5    Shortly after crossing the Cattle Grid next to the 
property you will see a public footpath pointing you 
toward a footpath that starts to make its way up the 
spine of Catbells. This route has some steep sections 
and a couple of sections of easy scrambling. If you want 
to avoid this continue on the road that heads down the 
right-hand side (Western) of Catbells and use one of 
the grassy paths that breaks up the side of the fell after 
a few hundred metres. If following the spine, follow the 
obvious path all the way to the summit. 

6   From the summit, continue southwards down towards 
the col between Catbells and Maiden Moor. You have  
a multitude of options here. You can turn left and follow 
the terrace path around to where you first ascended 
Catbells, or (as this route describes) you can turn right  
at the first option to do so.

7   Head down the initially grassy path and when you 
get to a crossroads of paths turn right once more. 
Follow this path as it gradually descends and curves 
back around to a northerly direction. Eventually you’ll 
descend to meet a path running along a wall. Follow 
this, you’re now heading back towards Braithwaite. 

8   When you reach the tarmac head left through ‘Skelgill’ 
and follow the road downhill. When you get to the road 
junction turn right. After a couple of hundred metres you 
will be back on familiar terrain and you break off the road 
to the left to re-join the footpath you used on the outward 
journey. Retrace your steps back to Braithwaite. 

Start Point: HPB Braithwaite Court. Alternatively, you can 
drive and park at on the roadside parking by point 5 in the 
below instructions.
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This route was correct at time of writing. However, alterations can happen 
if development or boundary changes occur, and there is no guarantee of 
permanent access. These walks have been published for use by site visitors on 
the understanding that neither HPB Management Limited nor any other person 
connected with Holiday Property Bond is responsible for the safety or wellbeing  
of those following the routes as described. 

It is walkers’ own responsibility to be adequately prepared and equipped for the 
level of walk and the weather conditions and to assess the safety and accessibility 
of the walk.


