W
al

Wells-next-the-Sea
Distance - 9¼km (5¾ miles) Ascent - Negligible Map: Ordnance Survey Explorer 251 (formerly 24), Norfolk Coast Central, 1:25,000
Wells is an interesting and quite attractive mixture
of old port and seaside holiday town. The main
shopping street is largely traffic free with a good
selection of small, individual shops, there is also
a frequent street market. Some areas of the town
have elegant buildings and there are numerous
inns and other refreshment opportunities. Nearby
Holkham Hall is a considerable stately home,
open to the public, generally during the afternoon
throughout the season.
The Wells and Walsingham Light Railway has its
northern terminus on the fringe of the town, whilst
the Wells Harbour Railway provides a useful link
from the town most of the way to the beach.
The walk set out below is well-varied circuit, level
and on good tracks, which include the Norfolk Coast
Path, the grounds of Holkham Hall and streets
through the town.
Note: It would be a great help to future walkers if you
could record any inaccuracies you come across during this
walk and report them to reception so that appropriate
amendments can be made. Thank you for your help.
Happy walking!
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Start/car parking - Large pay and display car park behind the beach at Wells, with public conveniences and

refreshments, grid reference 914455.
Refreshments - Victoria Inn and a choice in Wells.

WALK
Face the sea and turn left along a broad track at the
seaward edge of the car park, with woodland on the
right. This is part of the Norfolk Coast Path. Continue
past a waymarked gate, then along the edge of a
boating lake.
1. One hundred metres after the gate, go left at a
waymarked fork, passing a Holkham National Nature
Reserve board. Turn right at a ‘T’ junction to continue
along a fine track by the edge of the well varied
woodland of the nature reserve, with abundant bird and
plant life. Go through a gap beside a gate to continue
to Holkham Gap, about two miles from the car park.
(A sharp right turn here gives access to the beach).
2. Turn left to walk to the main road along Lady Anne’s
Drive, an estate road with car parking on each side.
Cross the main road, the Victoria Inn is to the right.
Walk along the access drive towards the Hall.

3. Go through the formal entrance gateway and turn left
immediately along a broad track through the woodland.
Go through a gate with unusual fastenings, continuing
to a junction of five tracks. Take the first track on the
left, a surfaced roadway leading directly through
Mousehill Plantation to East Lodge. Pass the Lodge and
follow a broad, tree-lined unsurfaced road to its junction
with A149, at a sharp bend.
4. Walk along the roadside pavement, passing the
local community hospital. Leave the main road as
it bends to the right. Go straight ahead through a
residential area, passing a Congregational church and
public conveniences on the left. Opposite the Edinburgh
Inn turn left. This is the principal shopping street of
Wells, Staithe Street, leading directly to the Quay, with
the Tourist Information Centre en route. Turn left at
the Quayside.
5. Turn right, past the Harbourmaster’s office, to return
to the car park along the long, straight embankment. (To
finish the walk with a ride on the adjacent railway might
be tempting, particularly to those walking with children!).
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Disclaimer:
This route was correct at time of writing. However,
alterations can happen if development or boundary
changes occur, and there is no guarantee of permanent
access. These walks have been published for use by
site visitors on the understanding that neither HPB
Management Limited nor any other person connected
with Holiday Property Bond is responsible for the safety or
wellbeing of those following the routes as described. It is
walkers’ own responsibility to be adequately prepared and
equipped for the level of walk and the weather conditions
and to assess the safety and accessibility of the walk.

